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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) S Responsive to communication (s) filed on 21 September 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morris. 
In regard to claim 1, Morris discloses in a pipe clamp 10 for pipe repair, the improvement 

being the provision of a reinforcing material 23 a bonded to the flexible inner sleeve 18 or 
embedded therein to inhibit axial expansion thereof when the inner sleeve is under compression 
between the pipes and the clamping band, wherein the flexible inner sleeve is provided with 
flexible sealing lips (square protrusions created by indentations 22, see col. 2, lines 62-66) 
integral to the flexible inner sleeve on its inner face to contact the pipes. 

In regard to claim 2, the textile reinforcing material is an aramide fiber (see col 3, lines 

30-35). 

In regard to claim 3, the reinforcing material is embedded within the sleeve (see col. 3, 
lines 55-56). 

In regard to claim 4, the reinforcing material is bonded within the sleeve (see col. 3, lines 

10-11). 

In regard to claim 6, the flexible inner sleeve carries an array of depressions 22 over its 
inner face. 
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In regard to claim 7, the flexible inner sleeve comprises a flat mat having a first end and a 
second end, the first end being attached to the band 23 and a second end being free to overlap the 
inner surface of the mat retained in a cylindrical configuration when disposed inside the band 
(see fig. 2). 

In regard to claim 8, the ends of the flexible inner sleeve are tapered 32 in a peripheral 
direction. 

3. Claims 1, 3-4, 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schmidt. 

In regard to claim 1, Schmidt discloses in a pipe clamp 6, the improvement being the 
provision of a reinforcing material 13a (fig. 13) bonded to the flexible inner sleeve 13b (see col. 
5, lines 45-48) or embedded therein (see fig. 16) to inhibit axial expansion thereof when the inner 
sleeve is under compression between the pipes and the clamping band, wherein the flexible inner 
sleeve is provided with flexible sealing hps (20 in fig. 13 or 23 in fig. 16) integral to the flexible 
inner sleeve on its inner face to contact the pipes 1. 

In regard to claim 3, the reinforcing material is embedded within the sleeve (see col. 6, 
lines 1-2). 

In regard to claim 4, the reinforcing material is bonded within the sleeve (see fig. 13 and 
col. 4, lines 54-56 and col. 5, lines 45-48). 

In regard to claim 6, the flexible inner sleeve carries an array of depressions (spaces 
between protrusions 20) over its inner face. 
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In regard to claim 8, the ends of the flexible inner sleeve are tapered 1 8 in a peripheral 
direction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schmidt. Schmidt 
discloses that there is a reinforcing material (fiberglass), but does not disclose that the 
reinforcing material is an aramide fiber. However, it would have been obvious to replace the 
fiberglass with an aramide fiber because the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re Leshin . 
227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 and 6-8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (571) 272-7078. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




David E. Bochna 
Primary Examiner 
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